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Join us after the 10:30 service on 

Sunday, October 25 

for the First Lutheran Oktoberfest.  Enjoy tasty 

German food, an authentic accordion player, 

and lots of Gemütlichkeit, as we also celebrate 

Reformation Sunday and the conclusion of our 

Stewardship campaign.  Freewill offering. 

 

Sponsored by the Fellowship Team 
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PASTOR MICHAEL LOUIA  
   prmike@firstlutheranec.org 

Promises made.  If we had to come up with an overarching theme to describe the work of God in the lives of 

the ancient Israelites, “promises made” would be a good starting point. First through Noah, then through 

Abraham, and finally through David, God makes promises to God’s people. To be sure there were times in 

the lives of those ancient Israelites when, although they knew that God had made promises, they had to 

wonder if God would remain faithful to those promises. There are times, too, when God wondered if re-

maining faithful was the right decision. Remember that exchange between God and Moses on top of Mt.  

Sinai after the golden calf incident? (Exodus 32:7-14) Ultimately, time after time, God chooses faithfulness to 

his promise-keeping, enabled through God’s hesed, (a Hebrew word that is translated as steadfast love). It’s 

God’s hesed that gave the ancient Israelites hope! 
 

Living as a disciple of the Risen Jesus (yet another circumstance of God making promises, this time to the 

whole world) is a life lived in the hope of God’s promise-keeping.  In and through Jesus, God promised the 

world that forever we would live in a loving relationship with God. The truth is, as we look around our city, 

state, nation and indeed the entire world, we have to wonder if God is keeping this promise. Life as a disciple 

is challenging, to be sure. For after all, we’ve all made promises (and subsequently broken them) and had 

promises made to us (and had those promises broken too). So it is understandable that we might approach 

trusting that God will remain faithful to God’s promises with some degree of skepticism. It’s our skepticism 

that leads us away from fearless hope into skeptical self-preservation. 
 

For several months now, our Stewardship Committee has been challenging us to live a life of fearless gener-

osity.  Fearless generosity makes itself known in how we live, serve, sow, and give not out of a sense of obli-

gation, but instead as a response to the fearless generosity that God shows towards God’s people. Fearless 

giving is one of the markers of a congregation committed to discipleship. Fearless giving is a proclamation of 

God’s hesed in our lives. Fearless giving is a bold response to the hope that God’s hesed gives us as we live 

into the reality that everything we have really belongs to God in the first place (we’re simply charged with 

being managers of God’s gifts). 

 

As we contemplate how we will respond to God’s call to fearless generosity in the weeks ahead, my prayer is 

that we will take time to reflect, not on what we need to give to meet the budget, but instead on the minis-

try to which God calls us as a community here at First. And after prayerful reflection, let’s all fearlessly live 

into the hope we receive because we have put our trust in the reality that God will indeed hold fast to his 

promises.  Let’s respond fearlessly and faithfully in first-fruits giving: returning a fearless amount of the time, 

talent and treasures God has given us to manage in support of the ministry here at First. 

 

See you on Sunday! 
 

Peace, 

Pastor Mike 
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Here’s a striking statistic:  

 In God’s world, 1 in 8 people are hungry. 
 

And there are more equally striking statistics:   

• 1.2 billion people in God’s world live on less than $1.25 per day 

• In the US, more than 50 million people do not know where their next meal 

will come from. 

Through our ELCA World Hunger ministry, God’s work at feeding God’s people gets done. First, ELCA World 

Hunger provides immediate relief to those who are hungry. But there’s more … ELCA World Hunger also 

works with people to connect them with resources they need to produce food and gain access to clean      

water, education, health care, and sources of income. Through the breadth of services offered, ELCA World 

Hunger’s goal is to create long-term, sustainable change in the lives of some of God’s most vulnerable peo-

ple. 
 

You can be a part of this ministry! Through your generous financial gifts, God’s work fighting hunger and  

poverty can be done.  
 

From October – December 2015, you are invited to make a special offering to ELCA World Hunger. As part of 

the Always Being Made New Campaign, our ELCA is hoping to raise $130 million dollars to expand this minis-

try (over a five-year period). Here at First, we are committed to expanding our congregation’s participation in 

this ministry as well. 
 

Many years ago, congregations were asked to strive towards a goal of $5 per baptized member per year to be 

given to ELCA World Hunger. For God’s community here, that equates to $8,000 per year. For the past sever-

al years, we fallen short of that goal (for the past four years our total offering to ELCA World Hunger was 

$2,261.17). 
 

You’re invited to help us reach our proportionate share of this hunger fighting ministry! Make your special 

offering to ELCA World Hunger by either including it in your normal offering envelope (indicate the amount of 

your special offering on the envelope) or by using one of the Always Being Made New envelopes contained in 

the pew racks. Throughout the quarter, we’ll let you know how we are progressing towards helping to meet 

the needs of those in God’s world who lack the most basic of needs: sufficient food to sustain life. 
 

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 

and you welcomed me. – Matthew 25:35 

 



5 

 

FROM THE CONGREATION COUNCIL 
council@firstlutheranec.org 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 
The congregation council held its regular monthly meeting on September 16th.   In addition to hearing     
reports from various congregation ministry teams, other business included: 
 

New Preschool Board members were approved by Council 

GIFT  “Growing Together in Faith” (our faith forming ministry for adults) begins this Sunday at 9:15 and 
will continue each Sunday by studying and digging into Luther’s Small Catechism.  October 25th 
(Reformation Sunday) members will have the opportunity to “re-affirm” their baptism. 

October 25th will also be designated as Social Media Sunday.  It will be a coordinated effort to share our 
experiences of church with Facebook friends, Twitter followers, etc.  More info to come. 

The Council reviewed “God’s Work Our Hand’s” Sunday event with The Samaritan Women.  Over 60   
volunteers worked indoors and outdoors at TSW’s residence, and hosted the women at the Roger 
Carter Community Center for fellowship 

The Council approved updating the Continuing Resolution of Committees and Organizations with the 
Congregations. 

The Finance Team has received nearly all budget requests and continues to meet with ministry leaders 
as requested in preparation for the draft budget release. A Finance Town Hall will be held Sunday, 
November 1. 

Comments and feedback from all Town Hall meetings regarding the proposed Covenant with The 
Church of Goodness and Grace (Korean Methodist Church) were discussed.  Several revisions and 
rewordings to the Covenant were discussed.  A motion to pass the Covenant was amended to in-
clude communication of the discernment process used by the Executive Team and the Council, to 
the Congregation in multiple venues.  The amended motion to pass the Covenant was approved 
unanimously. 

Carol Lettrich an Associate member, was approved to move into full membership at FELC. 

Seeking a Financial Secretary-in-Training  
 
Steve Erlitz, our Financial Secretary for many years, needs to move on from this role.  On be-
half of the Church Council and the Finance Committee, I am actively searching for people inter-
ested in being trained to fill his shoes.  The Financial Secretary is the person who records and 
reports annual financial pledges from members, prepares the annual giving statements for 
members and audits the tellers reports.  This is a good role for someone who understands the importance of 
keeping financial information confidential; and, who can learn to run simple, computer-generated financial 
reports.  Financial experience is NOT required!!!  Please contact me if you feel you might have the gifts to 
fulfill this need.  Sincerely Cathy Rice, Council President at 410-750-9631 or email cprpenpal@gmail.com. 

mailto:cprpenpal@gmail.com
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Dr. Wayne L. Wold, Director of Music 
   Wayne@firstlutheranec.org 

Some thoughts on “service” . . . 

 

As I mentioned in previous articles, last summer I had the opportunity to experience Sunday morning worship 

in three different churches in Germany. The term used by German Lutherans for the main Sunday service is 

Gottesdienst, which translates literally as “God’s service.” 

 

The concept of “service” is important when we look at our worship habits and attitudes, but just whom is 

serving whom? If we base our attendance or level of participation on “what we get out of it” then we might 

need to keep in mind that we are meant to worship in order to be of service to God, who asks of us only our 

acclamations of praise, our acknowledgement of our reliance on God’s grace and mercy, and to do so in the 

presence of God’s people. And worship that is engaging calls and equips us to be of service to others, to be 

the hands and feet and voices of God to those next to us in the pew and to a needy world outside our 

doors. Finally, in God’s economy, serving God and serving others is also a service to our selves as we realize 

that our bodies and souls are more fully alive as we live beyond ourselves in service to God and others.  

Service is indeed a three-way street. Come and be a vital part of Gottesdienst.         

 

FELC was packed with over 500 church members and guests from far and wide when the Raleigh Ringers 

presented their concert here on September 12. Many of you helped with hosting, feeding, taking tickets, 

and re-setting the worship space for Sunday morning worship, and big thanks goes to all those who helped. 

 

All our choirs are up and running and all welcome new and former members. Here is the line-up: 
 

 Jubilate Handbells—Mondays at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary,  

  directed by Jenne Burnham fenris1954@yahoo.com 

 Children’s Choir—Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in the education building,  

 Adult/Teen Choir—Thursdays at 7:30 in the choir room,  

  both directed by Joshua Hughes joshua@firstlutheranec.org 

 

Join us! And keep singing!   

 

         Wayne 

Join us on Sunday, October 11, at 3 p.m. for a concert by The Senior Singers of Carroll County.  

The concert will be presented in our sanctuary, and admission is free. 

mailto:fenris1954@yahoo.com
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Lauren Gray, Children and Youth Ministries Director 
   Lauren@firstlutheranec.org 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

Oct. 1st- Children’s Ministry Meeting at 6:45pm in the Parlor  

Oct. 4th- Blessing of the Animals at 2pm  

Oct. 11th- FLAMES- first meeting of the school year! 6:30pm in the Social Hall. Bring a white t-shirt with 

you for tie dye making!  

Oct. 25th- Trick or Treat and Oktoberfest event at 11:30am in the Fellowship Center  

                   CANDY NEEDED FOR EVENT! Please drop donations into blue bin.  

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL/CONFIRMATION NEWS  

Oct. 16-18- FreeRide- Middle School Synod Event  

Oct. 19th- Youth Committee Meeting at 7pm in the Parlor  

Oct. 24th- Youth Bonfire- 6-10pm at the Schlichting household. Middle and High School youth are invited!  

Oct. 25th- Trick or Treat and Oktoberfest event at 11:30am in the Fellowship Center  

                   CANDY NEEDED FOR EVENT! Please drop donations into blue bin.  

 

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS  

Oct. 19th- Youth Committee Meeting at 7pm in the Parlor 

Oct. 24th- Youth Bonfire- 6-10pm at the Schlichting household. Middle and High School youth are invited!  

Oct. 25th- Trick or Treat and Oktoberfest event at 11:30am in the Fellowship Center  

                   CANDY NEEDED FOR EVENT! Please drop donations into blue bin.  

 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING CHARITY  

This 2015-2016 school year, we are donating our Sunday School offering 

to the Ronald McDonald House Charities of Baltimore. RMHC provides a 

home away from home for seriously ill children and their families, and 

helps to fund programs in the local area that directly improve the well-being of children. This charity is sup-

ported by local donations, managed by a local Board of Directors, and all monies donated go directly to the 

Ronald McDonald House Charities of Baltimore and its programs.  

 

Here are a few facts about the Ronald McDonald House Charities of Baltimore:  

There is only one Ronald McDonald House in the state of Maryland.  

They are an independent nonprofit organization.  

They have been home to more than 35,000 families since their opening in 1982.  
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First Lutheran’s after hours 
 

Medical Emergency  
Phone Number 

 

(for evenings and weekends only) 
 

If you have a medical emergency, 
or death in the family  

and need to speak to the pastor immediately,  
call: 

 

410-465-6779 
 

For emergencies during office hours,  
please continue to call the church office at  

410-465-2977. 

Each year, more than 1,400 families come to 

the Ronald McDonald House in search of 

hope.  

100% of their funds come from the community 

of Maryland, including generous individual 

and corporate donors.  

 

You will not be seeing a little blue piggy coming 

down the aisle on Sundays any longer. Now, we 

will have a different container supporting the 

Ronald McDonald House Charities of Baltimore.  

 

We will also be collecting pull tabs (soda can, 

soup, and other food can tabs) to support the 

RMHC. The pull tabs are taken to a local recycling 

center, weighed, and redeemed for cash per 

pound. That money is used to purchase gas for the 

RMHC shuttles that take the families to and from 

area hospitals. So be on the lookout in the Fellow-

ship Center for a container to put your tabs in!  

 

Any questions about this charity, please feel free 

to contact me!  

 

Blessings!  

     Lauren  

STRATEGIC PLANNING TEAM UPDATE 
 

Throughout the summer, our strategic planning team 

has been in a time of discernment and prayer around 

the question: Where is God leading this community 

as it lives fully into God’s mission?  In terms of the 

strategic planning process, this team has reviewed 

extensive data about our community and congrega-

tion and has compiled an exhaustive list of possible 

ministry activities that will enable First to live into 

God’s mission here:  Welcoming, growing and sharing 

in God’s grace. The next step in the process is to re-

view this information with our council. Detailed infor-

mation will be reviewed with the congregation as the 

process continues. 
 

Your continued prayers for this team (Hannah Arnold, 

Joanna Casto, Lea Ann Christiansen-Salisbury, Genny 

Hardesty, Kevin Philpy, Cathy Rice, Malia Schlichting, 

Jay Zumbrun, Pastor Gigie and Pastor Mike) and our 

council (Cathy Rice, president; Bill Harkins, vice-

president; Susan Garde, secretary; Michelle Miles, 

treasurer; Lynn Anderson, Tom Brzezinski, Emily 

Dwyer, Colleen Fowler, Genny Hardesty, Linda Kay, 

Paul Miller, Bill Moser, Debbie Newell, Robert Sand-

ers and Diane Schwarzman) are always welcome! 
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SOCIAL MEDIA SUNDAY – OCTOBER 25, 2015 

 

What would Martin Luther say if he knew that coinciding with a remembrance of the Reformation, Lutherans 

across the world were participating in an ecumenical celebration of Social Media Sunday?  Given that much 

of the reforming of Christ’s church Luther is credited for starting was made possible by the most life-altering 

technology in his time (the printing press which made re-producing text more effective and efficient), we 

might think he would simply say, “Here I stand.” 

 

Without a doubt, the advent of social media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and the like) has changed our 

world as much as Guttenberg’s printing press did in Luther’s time. (An interesting fact: Facebook is now the 

third largest country in the world!) The tools of social media have changed the way in which we communi-

cate (not only the “younger generation” but all of us). 

 

Social Media Sunday is a coordinated effort for us to share our experiences of church with all our Facebook 

friends, Twitter followers, etc. Here at First, while our current infrastructure might be prohibitive for partici-

pation in the fullest, we can still participate.  Imagine how the message of God’s never-failing love would 

spread if everyone who attended worship that morning “checked-in” on social media!  And since a picture’s 

worth a thousand words, imagine how that message might be more impactful if we posted pictures showing 

the vibrant community God has called together as First Lutheran here in Ellicott City. 

 

So, for those of us who participate in social media: remember to check-in when you arrive at church.  You 

might even invite your social media contacts to join you! Also, we plan to have a “selfie station” in the       

Narthex so you can let your social media contacts see how God is working in this community. You can tag 

your posts with the hashtag (#SMS15) which will share your experiences with others across the world! If you 

feel the need for a social media tutorial that morning, surely there will be several from the “younger genera-

tion” that will be willing to help! 

 

One more thing:  First has a Facebook page!  Like us on Facebook and follow what God has going on here at 

First! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Evangelical-Lutheran-Church/143823785640557?

sk=timeline&ref=page_internal 
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UPDATE – Proposed Covenant between  
First Evangelical Lutheran Church and Church of Goodness and Grace 

 
Background: 
On April 9, 2015, Pastor Mike received an email from the Reverend Bryan B. H. Jung, pastor of the Church of 
Goodness and Grace (CGG), a congregation affiliated with the Korean Methodist Church, requesting that First 
Lutheran consider allowing this congregation to utilize space at First for its weekly worship services and bible 
study. As our constitution places the responsibility for the care and usage of the building within the congre-
gation council’s responsibility, and charges our executive committee with the responsibility of formulating 
the agenda for council meetings, Pastor Mike brought this request to the executive committee for discussion 
(before having any conversation with Pastor Bryan). The executive committee agreed for Pastor Mike to have 
an initial conversation with representatives of the CGG congregation and to bring back information to the 
executive committee and council for further discussion. The request was also discussed at the April council 
meeting. 
 
Pastor Mike met with representatives of the Church of Goodness and Grace and found out the following in-
formation: 
 

The Church of Goodness and Grace is a congregation of the Korean Methodist Church. The pastor is 
The Reverend Bryan B. H. Jung. Pastor Bryan shepherds the congregation from his home which is lo-
cated on Rogers Avenue, Ellicott City, MD. The congregation has an average worship attendance of 30
-40 people per week. They meet on Sundays for worship and a fellowship meal and hold concurrent 
Sunday School and Youth meetings on Sundays after worship. They also hold a Friday evening bible 
study/prayer group of about 10 people. All services are held in Korean (although many of their adult 
and all of their younger members speak both Korean and English). CGG is also prepared to make a do-
nation of $600.00 per month for use of space here at First. 

 
The Church of Goodness and Grace has been meeting at Crossways Church for several years. Cross-
ways is experiencing a growth in worship attendance and its small group ministry and has been forced 
to ask frequently for the Korean congregation to move their service times because of space conflicts. 
In a reference phone conversation, this was the only reason given as to why CGG has been asked to 
find new space. Crossways has never had to provide administrative support for the congregation 
(phone calls, mail support, etc.) The Korean congregation has been a valued tenant and partner in 
ministry, respects the space they use, maintains cleanliness and security and honors the building us-
age agreement. When asked to seek another worship space, they chose First Evangelical Lutheran pri-
marily because of its Ellicott City location (many of their parishioners live in Ellicott City).  

 
Pastor Mike met with representatives of the CGG congregation, discussed the space they might need, con-
ducted a tour of the facility for possible available space and brought the results of that meeting to our Execu-
tive Committee and council. As discernment continued, our council felt that entering into a covenant agree-
ment with this congregation was within God’s mission for First: Welcoming, growing and sharing in God’s 
grace.  
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Recent Discussions and Conversation: 
During the summer months, the council continued discernment as well as reviewing a proposed covenant 
agreement between First and CGG. After its August meeting the council decided to hold town hall meetings 
to review the discernment process and proposed covenant with congregation members. Feedback from 
those town hall meetings was reviewed at the September council meeting. Council agreed that most of the 
questions/concerns voiced in these meetings were addressed and that the feeling was that the congregation 
as a whole was willing to accept this request. Feedback from these meetings also resulted in some edits to 
the covenant and additional time was allotted for congregation members to ask questions and for final de-
tails to be firmed up within the proposed covenant.  
 
After prayerfully discussing the request and the possibility of continuing with pursuing this covenant agree-
ment, the council unanimously approved moving forward with the covenant. 
 
What’s Next? 
At the direction of the council, Pastor Mike will meet with representatives of the Church of Goodness and 
Grace and again review in detail the proposed covenant. It is important to note that several changes have 
been made to the covenant since representatives of the Church of Goodness and Grace last reviewed it and 
these changes need to be discussed with representatives of CGG. It is also important to note that these dis-
cussions will not result in any further changes to the covenant. It will be presented and the representatives 
from CGG will determine if they are willing to enter into this agreement as it is presented. 
 
Concurrent with that covenant review, Diane Schwarzman is gathering proposals from cleaning companies 
who would be contracted to clean the space on Sundays after First Lutheran completes its Sunday morning 
activities and before CGG occupies the building (these services will be paid for from the CGG donation). As 
mentioned several times in the town hall meetings, representatives from First will be on site as CGG begins 
using the space (assuming that CGG signs the covenant). This action will be taken as a means of extending 
hospitality to CGG and to ensure that all elements of the covenant are being followed.  
 
The earliest that CGG would begin utilizing the facilities here would be November 1, 2015. We are currently 
reviewing our established calendar to identify any potential date conflicts which will be reviewed with CGG 
on 90-day intervals. In circumstances of identified conflicts, CGG will be expected to find another venue for 
their ministry activities. 
 
Where can I get more information? 
For those who may be interested, copies of the questions and answers discussed at the town hall meetings, 
as well as a copy of the covenant agreement are available in the information center by the main entrance of 
the building. Additionally people are encouraged to talk with any council member. 
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“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday 
 
Thanks to over 50 volunteers who reached out to The Samaritan Women on Sunday, September 13!  On that 
day, we joined thousands of ELCA members from across the country in dedicating one day to serve their 
communities in ways that share the love of God with those whom they serve. 
 
Whether our volunteers worked at The Samaritan Women’s historic property that houses the residents (e.g., 
painting, paint stripping, weeding, planting), or at the Roger Carter Community Center where the residents 
were treated to a relaxing day of fun and activities, or stayed at First to help organize the event, many ex-
pressed how meaningful this outreach was to them.  It raised their awareness of human trafficking right here 
in the U.S. and stirred up their desire to be engaged in ways to reach out to survivors. Stay tuned for future 
outreach projects to help The Samaritan Women. 
 
In the meantime, here are some ways you can help: 

Pray for the ministry of The Samaritan Women and the survivors of human trafficking for whom they 
care. 

Take the www.slaveryfootprint.org test with your family. Talk about what you learn.  

Stay tuned for future First Lutheran outreach projects to The Samaritan Women.  
To learn more or to support upcoming events, go to their website at www.The SamaritanWomen.org. 

http://www.slaveryfootprint.org
http://www.The
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What is the Synod all about? 
 

Did you know, or did you ever wonder what the Synod office does?  We usually think of “the Synod” as being 

the office through which our bishop and staff operate.  In reality, the Greek word synod means “walking to-

gether”.  

 

Our Delaware / Maryland Synod is guided by God to support and carry out ministry within a certain geo-

graphical territory. (Delaware and Maryland).   In the scheme of things, there are three expressions or de-

scriptions of “church” within the ELCA.  We refer to them as (1) “Churchwide”, (similar to a Headquarters.. 

which is located in Chicago) (2) “Synod” (or local …designated by territory) and (3) Individual Congregations.  

Some of the ministries the Delaware / Maryland synod support are: Campus ministry, The Community of St. 

Dysmas (our prison ministry), Mar-Lu Ridge Camp and Retreat Center, and many others.  Our synod also sup-

ports the work of Churchwide ministries such a Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran World Relief, the eight 

ELCA seminaries, the Malaria campaign and more. 

 

The Delaware / Maryland Synod staff functions in ways very similar to the way our own church staff func-

tions.  Our church staff serves the congregation by organizing and supporting the ministry of First Lutheran, 

while the synod staff  serve by organizing and supporting the ministry work within our synod.  That support 

is demonstrated by fostering partnerships within our synod and our companion synods across the world, as-

sisting and supporting congregations as they undergo the call process, mission planning, channeling infor-

mation of ministry happenings within the synod, providing leadership resources for congregation councils 

and rostered leaders, and in some cases, dealing with conflict within a congregation.  If you think that 

sounds like a lot, it really is!  At the 2015 Synod Assembly, rostered leaders and lay voting member partici-

pants perused over 150 pages of reports and information relating to the work the Delaware / Maryland Syn-

od is involved in, in order to vote on policies and resolutions affecting the synod. 

 

The synod receives support from congregations within the territory that it serves.  This is called benevolence 

or mission support. Congregations within the synod are asked to share ten percent (a tithe) of their undesig-

nated offerings with our local synod.  Once the local synod receives those funds, they send fifty percent of 

that to Churchwide, or the “synod headquarters” in Chicago if you will.  A portion of what is sent to Church-

wide is returned to our synod in the form of grants for new or renewing congregations, staffing , and other 

ministry support.  Most recently here at First Lutheran, we have been blessed to receive the expertise of 

Reverend Kati Kluckman Ault, Director of Evangelical Mission and Outreach, through that resending of funds,   
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G.I.F.T. 

Growing in Faith Together  

the GIFT that keeps on giving! 
 

GIFT (our faith forming ministry for adults) continues 

in October!  We’ll be meeting at 9:15 each Sunday as 

we explore further what it means to "Grow In Faith 

Together." We'll be looking at aspects of Luther’s 

Small Catechism as well as other topics, specifically 

walking the path to discover "What does this mean?" 

as well as "Now what? So what? and What if?" Join 

your fellow disciples for conversation! 
 

Also, on Sunday, October 25th, as part of our Refor-

mation celebration, we’ll witness several of our fel-

low disciples celebrate “re”- formation by “re”- 

affirming their baptisms. Everyone is invited to 

attend what will surely be a holy moment with God! 

 

Semi-Annual  
Frederick Road Cleanup 

 
Our semi-annual clean-up of the three 

miles of Frederick Road for which we are responsible 

is scheduled for Saturday 03 October 2015 from 9-11 

am.  Volunteers are needed.  Great project for school 

community service credit in addition to just being a 

good thing to do.   
 

Please sign up on the Ministry Sign-Up bulletin board 

near the restrooms in the narthex.  Howard County 

requires youth younger than 18 who participate to 

have a Parental Permission signature.  Any questions, 

please call Rich Funke at 410-992-8015 (e-mail: 

rhfunke@aol.com).  

Blessing of the 

 
Bring your dogs, cats, hamsters, goldfish, turtles, 

iguanas and other pets for a special blessing! 

 

Sunday, October 4, 2015 at 2:00 pm 
Outside Social Hall, Lower Parking Lot 

mailto:rhfunke@aol.com
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Nursing Home Worship 

Service 

Wednesday, October 14 

10:30 a.m. departure 

           We return about 11:30 

Meet at the church to carpool.    Please join us. 

Sewing Circle (Quilters) 

If you can cut or pin fabric  
we’d love to have you join us! 

 

Monday, October 12, 2015 

9:30 a.m. in the Social Hall (downstairs) 

On the 14th of October, Martha Circle will 

lunch at Sweet Simplicity Tea, 7540 Main 

Street, Sykesville, MD 21784.  We will meet in 

the church parking lot at 11:00 am and carpool to 

Sykesville for the 11:30 am tea. If you would like to 

attend, please contact Kena Turney at 410-740-4970 or 

Eleanor Grieb at 443-304-2772.  

Prayer Shawl Team  

Monday, October 5  

10:00 a.m. in the parlor  

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

New Members Orientation  
in October 

 

The next New Members Orientation 

will be held on Sundays, October 11, 

18, and 25 from 9:15 – 10:15 in the Library. This is an 

opportunity to review or learn about what it means 

to be Lutheran, who we are as a congregation, where 

we’ve been (our history), where we are now (our 

challenges and diverse opportunities for ministry), 

and then  join us where God is calling us in common 

mission.  
 

To sign up, please contact the church office at 

flcoffice@firstlutheranec.org or call  410-465-2977. 

New members will be received on Reformation  

Sunday, October 25 at the 10:30 service following the 

third New Member Orientation session.  

Men’s Bible Study and Fellowship Group  
 

Friday, October 16 at 7:30  a.m. 
 

Bob’s Evans Restaurant (off Route 100) 
 

This is an informal group that will discuss the bible, 

pray, share stories and generally, have a good time 

while realizing that we are all chosen to do God’s work 

and spread his word. Future meetings will continue to 

be on the 3rd Friday of each month. For more infor-

mation contact either Alex Omeze (410-564-8130) or 

Jay Zumbrun (443-745-0737). 

The Dorcas Circle will meet on October 20 in 

the narthex at 10:00 a.m. Mary Sullins will lead 

us in a Bible Study. Everyone is welcome.  

FAITH AND FILM SERIES 
 

“MARTIN LUTHER” 
 

Wednesday, October 21, 2015 
 

The dramatic black and white classic film of Martin 

Luther’s life made in the 1950’s. This film was 

originally released in theaters worldwide and 

nominated for two Academy Awards. A 

magnificent depiction of Luther, played by Niall 

MacGinnis, and the forces at work in the 

surrounding society that resulted in his historic 

reforming efforts. This film traces Luther’s life from 

a guilt-burdened monk to his eventual break with  

the Roman Church. This film, in spite of its age, 

continues to be a popular resource to introduce 

Luther’s life to a new generation of viewers. Not 

Rated. 105 minutes. 

mailto:flcoffice@firstlutheranec.org
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The 2015 Annual  

Congregational Meeting 

of First Lutheran will be 

held November 22 after 

the 10:30 service.  We will be voting on our Faith 

Spending Plan and the church members requesting 

to attend the 2016 Synod Assembly.   

On Sunday, November 1,  

the church will celebrate  

All Saints Sunday. 

In our worship on that day we will remember those 

members of the body of Christ who have been bap-

tized and who have died in the last year. Members of 

the congregation who have died are already known 

and will be included in the rite of remembrance.  If 

you have friends or loved ones who have died in the 

past year (since November 1, 2013), you are invited to 

submit their name (and date of death) for remem-

brance as well. Simply use the tear off portion of your 

bulletin (please print clearly) and place it in the offer-

ing basket by Monday, October 21th.   Be sure to join 

us in worship on this day of thanksgiving and celebra-

tion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us on Sunday, October 11 as we celebrate our 
140th Anniversary as a congregation! 
 
We are Welcoming, Growing and Sharing in God's 

Grace because God is good, all the time!  
 

All the time, God is good! 

SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS  
WHEN YOU ARE GRIEVING OR ARE IN TRANSITION 

 

“We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,  
who have been called according to his purpose.” - Romans 8:28 

 

Going through the holiday season can be difficult when you are grieving a loss or going through a major 
change in life. Any change, even good change, can bring about a sense of loss and a grief reaction. Whether 
you are grieving the death of a loved one, going through a  divorce or separation, experiencing a change in 
health status, planning a major move or going through any life transition that changes how you spend your 
holidays, this workshop provides a loving and supportive environment where you can have the opportunity 
to: tell your story, grieve in a safe and confidential setting, learn coping tools, and invite God to accompany 
you on this journey. 

Join us on Saturday, November 21 from 9 a.m.—noon  
(Continental Breakfast available at 8:30 a.m.) 

 
Please RSVP to Pastor Gigie at ggrant@firstlutheranec.org. or call the church office at  

(410-465-2977) so that we have enough materials prepared. 
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PARISH REGISTER  

GENERAL MEMORIAL FUND       as of 9/4/2015 

In memory of Jean Reichert by John and Marcia Reichert 

In memory of Carol Kregloh by Ron and Nancy Galloway 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC FUND 

In memory of Charlie Froehlich by Charlotte and Elwood Wallich 

In memory of Carol Kregloh by Tom and Carol Brzezinski 

 

PASTOR PAYNE SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

In memory of Joan Thielemann by Charlotte and Elwood Wallich 

In memory of Allen Peddicord by Charlotte and Elwood Wallich 

In memory of Mary Jane Crass by Charlotte and Elwood Wallich 

In memory of Jack Beck, Sr. by Charlotte and Elwood Wallich 

In memory of Bruce Schmickley by Charlotte and Elwood Wallich 

Memorial Gifts  

Baptism of: 

Emmett Mingyao Hertz, born June 18, 2014, son of Jie Bai and Eric Hertz 

 

 

Wedding of: 

Amanda Walsh and Jeffrey Beck, September 19, 2015 

 

 

Funeral of  

Carol Lorraine Kregloh, August 18, 2015 

Flora Jeanne Bourdon, September 13, 2015 

It is the responsibility of the Memorial Gifts committee to decide how monetary contributions received from 
members and friends of the congregation are used with the approval of the Congregation Council for any 
expenditure over $200.00 
 
The committee keeps an accurate record of all gifts received and acknowledges the gifts given both to the 
family of the one memorialized and to the giver of the gift. The committee keeps a list of needs that could be 
met through Memorial gifts. 
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                                 Thank You From 

The Funke Family —We are deeply grateful for the love of the congregation which has enveloped and up-

held us since the passing of our daughter and sister, Carol Kregloh.  We are especially thankful for the care 

by the Pastors, staff, Stephen Ministers, Prayer Shawl Ministry, and all who provided food and helped with 

the funeral reception.  Thank you for your continued prayers.  Dick, Sandy and Rich  

 

Stacey Evans—Thank you for your thoughts and prayers during Luigi’s cancer treatment. Your thoughts and 

prayers gave Luigi and I strength, hope and peace. Thanks again for everything. 

 

 

 



19 

 



20 

 


